
AltaSea is building a state-of-the-art research 
facility in which the world’s leading scientists will 
convene to advance science-based understanding 
of the ocean and develop cross-disciplinary
solutions. The commercial hub at AltaSea 
supports new and existing businesses that 
commercialize scientific breakthroughs and 
emerging technologies to create ocean-related

products and services.With its cutting-edge 
education and communications programs, 
AltaSea ignites increased understanding of 
the ocean and its importance.

is a public-private partnership redeveloping 
35 acres of land at the Port of Los Angeles 

into a unique ocean-based campus where science, business 
and education come together to generate innovative 
solutions to global sustainability issues.

A NEW 
MODEL 
F O R  T H E  2 1 S T

CENTURY



“Public-private partnerships like AltaSea represent an innovative way 
to encourage investment and redevelopment in – and improve the health 
of – our communities. This exciting initiative is projected to generate 

thousands of jobs and millions of dollars
in related economic benefi ts over the next decade.”

— Mayor Eric Garcetti

• Create a permanent home for the Southern California
Marine Institute, a consortium of 12 of the state’s premier
universities and colleges

• Expand science-based understanding of the ocean

• Accelerate the
creation of
marine-related
and water-
dependent
businesses,
while supporting
relevant existing
companies

• Become a groundbreaking education and outreach
center for policymakers, stakeholders, transformational
thinkers, students K-12 and the public

• Develop and promote inventive approaches to STEM
(science, technology, engineering, mathematics)
education

ALTASEA BRINGS TOGETHER:

EDUCATION
enlightening

learners

BUSINESS
igniting

entrepreneurialism

SCIENCE
pioneering

research
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A New Paradigm



ALTASEA’S IDEAS AND INNOVATION CAMPUS

When completed, AltaSea will be the only
urban, ocean-based ideas and innovation
center in the world. The AltaSea campus will 
be an arresting and inspirational architectural 
achievement destined to become an iconic 
landmark for Los Angeles. 

Among its many state-of-the-art features, the proposed facility will include:

• A stunning glass engagement center that serves as the public’s 
educational hub.

• Expansive outdoor recreational space consisting of a public harbor
promenade, café and verdant gardens.

• Circulating seawater and marine life support systems throughout
the facility.

• Flexible and expandable research, development, analysis and teaching
laboratories for scientists and researchers, located directly on the
harbor to provide water access for marine science programs.

• More than 400,000 square feet of open-plan offi ce space for ocean-
based businesses and entrepreneurs.

• 4,100 linear feet of waterfront dock and wharf space for research
vessels with direct harbor and ocean access.

Due to the project’s size and scope, the AltaSea campus is proposed to 
be constructed in three phases. Phase I is scheduled to be completed by 
the end of 2019.

WHY ALTASEA? 
WHY NOW? 
Growth in the world’s 
population, increasing 
pollution, overfi shing and 
global warming have led to an 
array of problems threatening 
the ocean and, consequently, 
society’s welfare. A concerted 
effort of a wide swath of 
stakeholders – including 
academic, business and 
civic leaders – is required to 
mitigate these impacts and 
create a new future.

Through its scientifi c, business 
and educational hubs, AltaSea 
is uniquely positioned to 
address these pressing issues 
and become a major player in 
the long-overdue revitalization 
of the Harbor area.

square feet of open-plan
offi  ce space

400,000

linear feet of waterfront dock
and wharf space

4,100

construction phases
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*Some visuals are design concepts and subject to CEQA and Harbor Commission review and approval.
3Master planning concepts by William McDonough + Partners. ©2014 William McDonough + Partners. All rights reserved.



ECONOMIC IMPACTS
AltaSea will have signifi cant economic benefi ts for the greater Los Angeles area. Its presence will breathe 
economic vitality into San Pedro and its surrounding neighborhoods through increased business activity and 
job creation. Phase I is estimated to create 4,200 temporary jobs, 1,350 permanent jobs and generate 
$290 million in increased economic activity annually, according to a 2013 economic study by Kosmont
Companies. When all three phases are completed, AltaSea is estimated to have created more than 6,500 
construction jobs and delivered more than $1.17 billion in increased economic activity.

STRONG BASE OF SUPPORT
AltaSea has received generous fi nancial support from several founding donors, including a $25 million gift 
and $20 million challenge grant from The Annenberg Foundation. The organization has also generated a 
broad base of support from a distinguished array of renowned institutions and organizations from science, 
business and education sectors. Response from the San Pedro community – including residents, businesses, 
neighborhood councils, Chamber of Commerce, local foundations and non-profi t agencies – has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

UNRIVALED ACCESS
The Port of Los Angeles is one of the world’s largest, providing AltaSea 
unparalleled access to the opportunities and challenges of ocean trade and 
transport in a complex urban environment. Based in the center of a growing 
clean-tech industry and burgeoning business start-up sector, AltaSea is also 
able to draw upon the singular intellectual, entrepreneurial and scientifi c 
resources of Southern California.

A NEW FUTURE
AltaSea knows that a world that values both the beauty and unexplored 
potential of our ocean is better placed to reverse the long-term trends of 
depletion and invest in its future. Through a unique collaboration of 
science, business and education, AltaSea seeks revolutionary approaches to 
ocean-related sustainability issues. While the challenges are great, AltaSea 
believes that together we can create the future to which we all aspire.

temporary jobs created

4,200
permanent jobs created

1,350
increased economic activity annually

$290m

EDUCATION ADVISORS:SCIENCE: BUSINESS:

Southern California 
Marine Institute:

comprised of over 12 
universities and colleges
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PHASE I

For more information contact:
Kate Kerr, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT   |   kkerr@altasea.org   |   (424) 210-4320
222 West 6th Street, Suite 1010   |   San Pedro, CA 90731
www.altasea.org

Chief Operating Officer 
The Rosalind and Arthur 
Gilbert Foundation

-Martin H. Blank, Jr.

"As a proud member of 
AltaSea's Founding 
Board of Trustees, I am 
dedicated to supporting 
AltaSea's campaign goals 
and advising the 
executive team on the 
development of this 
innovative, marine-based 
facility."




