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Quotes of Support 
 
Hon. Eric Garcetti 
Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
 
“Public-private partnerships like AltaSea represent an innovative way to encourage investment and 
redevelopment in –and improve the health of – our communities. This exciting initiative is projected to 
generate thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in related economic benefits over the next decade.” 
 
Samuel Nappi 
AltaSea Board Chairman 
Founder and Chairman, Alliance Energy Group 
 
"AltaSea is assembling a dynamic group of leaders in industry, science and academia for the launch of 
one of the most comprehensive ocean commerce, research and learning projects in America. The Port of 
Los Angeles is a remarkable resource, providing an opportunity to build this high visibility research 
village - a village of hope for the future. I'm inspired and encouraged by all the possibilities." 
 
Camilla Townsend 
AltaSea Board Vice Chairman and Treasurer 
Executive Director, Max H. Gluck Foundation 
 
"As a proud member of AltaSea's Founding Board, I am dedicated to supporting the vision of this unique 
public-private partnership endeavor, where science, business, and education collaborate to generate 
innovative solutions to global sustainability issues." 
 
Martin H. Blank, Jr. 
AltaSea Board Secretary 
COO and Co-Trustee, The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation 
 
“We view our gift as an investment in Los Angeles’ innovation infrastructure. Our Foundation is not just 
a philanthropic institution, it is an investor. AltaSea is a good investment in the economic and cultural 
future of Los Angeles and its people." 
 
Eric Johnson 
Board of Directors, Crail-Johnson Foundation 
 
“In AltaSea, we found a compelling vision of the future. A future where obsolete industrial port facilities 
are repurposed into a completely new educational and economic engine, transforming the local 
community. A future where the Port of Los Angeles will be home to a cutting edge urban ocean 
laboratory, redefining the interface between marine research, technology, industry and K-12 education. 
A future where academia, government and industry collaborate to address the global challenges facing 
our oceans and our planet; as well as educate future generations of ocean scientists and 
entrepreneurs.” 
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Bill Allen 
President and CEO, Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation 
 
"The LAEDC embraces the shared environmental and economic visions for AltaSea; both as one of the 
world’s great marine-based applied research institutes, and as the primary locus for innovation, 
development and advancement in the L.A. region.” 
 
Timothy White 
Chancellor, California State University 
 
"AltaSea has the potential for generating cutting-edge research that can benefit us all." 
 
Wayne Ratkovich 
Co-Developer of Ports O' Call, the Ratkovich Company 
 
"AltaSea’s presence on the San Pedro Waterfront is a perfect complement to our plans for the 
redevelopment of Ports O’ Call." 
 
Dr. Anthony Michaels 
Co-Founder, Poteus Environmental Engineering 
 
"This revolutionary project is perfectly positioned to be an incubator for marine businesses." 
 
Tony Haymet 
Chancellor, Director and Professor of Oceanography, UC San Diego Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography 
 
"The campus will be a hub for all of us, including teachers, university faculty and students, to conduct 
community outreach and to engage the diverse community of K-12 students in marine experiences and 
the possibilities of employment in marine industries." 
 
Barbara Miatta Lemoh 
Student, John M. Muriel Olguin Campus, San Pedro High School 
 
"AltaSea makes a difference in my educational goal because it's a lot of hands-on learning and not just 
out of the text books which helps me to visualize my future in marine science." 
 
Kady Lyons 
Master's Candidate in Biology, California State University Long Beach 
 
"State-of-the-art research facilities at AltaSea will promote and expand shared research among 
universities and collaborations with government entities to streamline the research process and allow 
future scientists like me to build connections in the field." 
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Jane G. Pisano, Ph.D. 
President and Director, Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
 
“AltaSea is an ambitious endeavor to bring audiences of all ages a science-based understanding of the 
marine environment and the principles of local and global sustainability.” 
 
Phil Cruver 
Director, President and CEO, Catalina Sea Ranch 
 
"AltaSea could become the research hub for the emerging Marine Big Data™ industry. This will lead to 
sound regulations based upon solid science for the advancement of sustainable offshore aquaculture 
and responsible marine spatial planning." 
 
Daniel Pondella, Ph.D. 
Director, SCMI and Biology Chair, Occidental College 
 
"Our collaboration with AltaSea is truly going to redefine the role of a marine laboratory. A cutting edge 
marine facility that is integrated with our partners in the community, the port and industry is a 
worldwide game changer." 
 
Richard Ziman 
CEO and Co-Trustee, The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation 
 
“AltaSea also represents the mission of the Foundation, investing in the future of our community in 
areas that truly make a difference. This important project we believe is totally in the interest of 
Southern California, its economy, the people of the region and will provide benefits far beyond its local 
reach.” 
 
James Preston Allen 
President, Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council 
 
“AltaSea is possibly the most far-reaching visionary project to be supported by the Port of Los 
Angeles, since Stephen M. White proposed building the federal breakwater in the San Pedro 
Bay.” 
 
Linda Grimes 
Managing Director, San Pedro Waterfront Arts District 
 
“Alta Sea is one of the most exciting opportunities for a sustainable, economically viable San 
Pedro. The state of the art marine research facility will attract world-class scientists and businesses to 
commercialize their discoveries, as well as become another cornerstone of our local economy. The 
future of our community’s quality of life will be greatly enhanced, while contributing to a vibrant, 
environmentally balanced place to live and work.” 
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Hon. Joe Buscaino 
Councilman, 15th District, City of Los Angeles 
 
“AltaSea represents another tremendous addition to the transformed Los Angeles Waterfront, while 
also creating jobs and spurring local economic growth.” 
 
Anthony Pirozzi 
Los Angeles Harbor Commissioner, The Port of Los Angeles 
 
“AltaSea is a game changer not only for the Los Angeles Waterfront but for the entire region. Our Port 
continues to focus on growth as the nation’s premier trade gateway. AltaSea provides a unique 
opportunity to diversity the job base along the Los Angeles Waterfront with a world-class marine 
research institute that will become another economic engine for our region.” 
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